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Dunnigan Hills is often overlooked in conversations about Wine Country. But a lot of wineries 

from other appellations purchase fruit – a lot of fruit – from our vineyards. Those who have 

never visited, lump us into the Central Valley. Winery insiders know these hills are a hidden 

gem. The soils are full of red gravel; the nights are cool and breezy; the growing season is long as 

is the horizon. This region checks every box for premium wine grapes, but we are never satisfied 

with just checking boxes. We are propelled by innovation. Experimental trellis techniques and 

irrigation methods, new clones, cover crops and tilling. There is nothing we won’t try in our 

life’s mission to improve the quality of our appellation. Dunnigan Hills is worth looking over.

Our Vineyards
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 Gemmer | Gravel Pit | JK | Lederer | Matchbook | Olive Orchard | Pheasant Farm | Richie Ranch | Rodergerdts | Sheep Ranch | Ten

MATCHBOOK

{ 3 }



MATCHBOOK

About GEMMER 
Like most of the ranches either owned or leased by the company, Gemmer Vineyard is defined by 
its soil type. Consistent throughout, the Corning Gravelly Loam (Corning Red Gravel) provides the 
perfect soil for premium grape growing because of its low water holding capacity, moderate lack of 
soil fertility and good drainage. These three attributes allow the team at JK Vineyards to control plant 
growth, leading to smaller bunch and berry size, creating fruit with more intensity. This is expressed in 
bigger flavors for the whites and deeper color and tannin in the reds. Gemmer Vineyard has been home 
to many wines produced by Matchbook with the most notable being the Matchbook Estate Bottled 
Old Head Chardonnay. With 57 acres of Chardonnay, Gemmer Vineyard makes up a large percentage 
of the Matchbook Chardonnay. Tinto Rey Rose and Tempranillo use the Toro clone as their primary 
source coming from Gemmer Vineyard. And lastly, Matchbook Estate Bottled Cabernet’s primary 
grape source is Gemmer Vineyard with clone 337 the most important and best producing.

Size: 115 acres

Date Planted: 2013

Varietals:

Chardonnay (58 acres)
Cabernet Sauvignon (27 acres)
Malbec (15 acres)
Tempranillo (10 acres)
Petit Verdot (5 acres)

Clones:

Chardonnay (04 Wente, 17 Robert Young)
Cabernet Sauvignon (337, 15 and 07)
Malbec (595)
Tempranillo (Toro)
Petit Verdot (02)

Soil Type:

Corning Gravelly Loam 95%, Sehorn-Balcom Complex 5%. The 
Corning series consists of very deep, well or moderately well drained 
soils formed in gravelly alluvium weathered from mixed rock sources. 
Fertility is low which helps control vine vigor. The soils are acidic with 
a typical pH of 5.5 which requires soil amendments of lime 
(calcium carbonate).

Topography:
The vineyard is slightly rolling with modest slopes. The ranch is 
dissected by one main gulley; otherwise, the property is gently rolling 
allowing for ease of farming. 

Fruit Contracts:

The vineyard is owned by Dave Gemmer who was involved in the 
ownership of R.H. Phillips. Matchbook Winery leases the property on 
a long-term lease. From time to time, excess production of Malbec and 
Tempranillo have been sold to other wineries on a spot basis but the 
vineyard is considered the main source of fruit for Matchbook wines. 

GEMMER
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GRAVEL PIT 

MATCHBOOK

About GRAVEL PIT
The Gravel Pit vineyard is named for the high percentage of gravel found on this ranch. These gravelly 
soils are important for the production of red varieties because of their low water holding capacity, 
allowing for vine stress to control bunch and berry size. The Corning series soils at Gravel Pit are 
well drained due to sloping terrain and to the gravel content often associated with this soil type. 
Well-drained soils are important for vine health, allowing for good nutrient uptake and aeration. 
Like the Pheasant Farm vineyard, Gravel Pit was planted with new clones of Cabernet Sauvignon to 
improve diversity of grape sourcing for the Matchbook Estate Bottled Cabernet. The Heritage Clones 
(29 - Inglenook; 30 - Silverado) represent 23 acres for the Estate Cabernet. The clones are reported as 
producing some of the best Cabernets from the Napa Valley region. Also of note at Gravel Pit, Petit 
Verdot (clone 400) produces inky black wines that are intensity bold with good tannin and fruit 
character. As with Pheasant Farm, the hanging curtain trellising system was employed to minimize the 
bunch and berry size resulting is higher levels of extraction. 

Size: 43 acres

Date Planted: 2016

Varietals:
Cabernet Sauvignon (23.28 acres)
Petit Verdot (8.44 acres)
Petite Sirah (10.88 acres)

Clones:
Cabernet Sauvignon (29, 30 and 35)
Petit Verdot (400) 
Petite Sirah (03)

Soil Type:

Corning Gravelly Loam 90%, Sehorn Balcom Complex 10%. The 
Corning Gravelly Loam soils are loam soils with varying percentages of 
gravel depending on the site. They are typically well drained soils that 
have a sub-soil of clay.

Topography:

The Gravel Pit Vineyard is dissected by gullies created by erosion over 
long periods of time. This erosion created slopes that are the most 
severe of any of the ranches owned or farmed by JK Vineyards for 
Matchbook. Due to the steep slopes, more gravel has been exposed.

Fruit Contracts: 100% of the fruit from Gravel Pit is contracted to Matchbook. 
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About LEDERER 
The ranch is broken out into what the vineyard management team calls Lederer Bogle (north part of 
the ranch) and Lederer Gallo (south part of the ranch) because these are the wineries to whom the 
fruit is contracted. This property is comprised of all red varietals with Petite Sirah, Petit Verdot and 
Malbec the dominate varietals. Matchbook sources some fruit from this vineyard – in 2017, 80 tons 
of Cabernet were purchased for the Black’s Station Cabernet program. Additionally, 3 acres of Tannat 
are contracted to Matchbook directly and is used in Tinto Rey Super Tinto. The property has some of 
the most uniform soils of all the ranches that are farmed by the company with Corning Red Gravel 
representing 90% of the planted acres. The Corning series consists of well-drained gravelly loams on 
dissected terraces. The vineyard managers like this soil type for its limited water holding capacity, 
allowing for early season stress to control vine growth, cluster size and berry size – keys to quality grape 
growing. New to this vineyard is a 35-acre chip-budded Petit Verdot section that replaced Zinfandel. 
Some of this fruit will go to the Matchbook program in the future showing up in Matchbook and 
Black’s Station Cabernet. 

Size: 394 acres

Date Planted: 2012

Varietals:

Petite Sirah (126 acres)
Petit Verdot (109 acres)
Malbec (100 acres)
Cabernet Sauvignon (35 acres)
Tempranillo (21 acres)
Tannat (3 acres)

Clones:

Petite Sirah (03)
Petit Verdot (02)
Malbec (09 and 595)
Cabernet Sauvignon (07 and 337)
Tempranillo (11 Duero)
Tannat (3)

Soil Type:

Corning Gravelly Loam. The parent material consists of beds of poorly 
sorted gravelly sand, silt and clay. These materials were laid down 
in broad fans of heavily laden streams that drained an area of mixed 
igneous rocks.

Topography:

The vineyard is slightly rolling with modest slopes. Wetlands are 
sectioned off throughout the vineyard. The Lerderer vineyard is the 
transition from the flat, row crop lands of Hungry Hollow to the west 
and the steep, undulating hills to the east

Fruit Contracts:
250 acres to Gallo, 142 acres to Bogle. Matchbook takes selected tonnage 
from both contracts on a need basis. 

MATCHBOOK

LEDERER 
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About PHEASANT FARM
The Pheasant Farm vineyard is named for the local bird farm that supplies many of the hunting clubs 
in the area. The actual coop where the birds are housed sits at the southwest corner of the vineyard 
making for an unexpected point of interest on any tour. The land on which the vineyard is planted 
(and where the Pheasant Farm is located) is owned by the Smith family – JK Vineyards owns the 
improvements to the property (stakes, vines, irrigation system, etc.) and leases the property on a  
25-year lease. JK Vineyards delivers the fruit to Matchbook under a long-term contract. This vineyard 
was planted as the next generation Cabernet for Matchbook with an emphasis on the Silverado and 
Inglenook Heritage Clones (clones 29 and 30). The entire vineyard is trained as a Hanging Curtain 
trellising system – a system designed to minimize the bunch and berry size of the fruit resulting in 
higher levels of extraction. Additionally, the Corning Red Gravel soils allow for early and mid-season 
vine stress because of its limited water holding capacity resulting in reduced cluster and berry size. 

Size: 41 acres

Date Planted: 2017

Varietals:
Cabernet Sauvignon (36 acres)
Teroldego (5 acres)

Clones:
Cabernet Sauvignon (07,15, 29, 30, 47 and 337)
Teroldego (02) 

Soil Type:

100% Corning Gravelly Loam. This soil is formed on old, gravelly and 
cobbly alluvium from sedimentary and metamorphic rock of the Coast 
Range mountains. The soil is very red and is some of the deepest of 
all the ranches. The Corning soils of Pheasant Farm have a higher 
loam content than the soil to the east where gravel dominates. This 
soil is prized for its low water holding capacity – important in the 
management of premium quality grapes.

Topography:

Pheasant Farm is a continuation of Lederer and therefore has the same 
topography – flat to slightly rolling terrain. This upland terrain supports 
limited vegetation in its native state and therefore is limited in trees and 
other native plant life. 
Fruit Contracts: 100% of the fruit from Pheasant Farm is contracted to 
Matchbook. 

Fruit Contracts: 100% of the fruit from Pheasant Farm is contracted to Matchbook. 

PHEASANT FARM 

MATCHBOOK
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About RODEGERDTS 
Rodergerdts is named after the family from whom that the ranch was purchased. The ranch was 
used for grazing over the last 50 years but was dry farmed to barley and wheat during the 1950’s and 
60’s. The ranch was part of the original Mexican Land Grant bearing the name “Rio de Jesus Maria”. 
The Bemmerly family homestead the area in the 1850’s. The ranch is home to the best Chardonnay 
crushed at Matchbook, a five-acre Dijon clone (clone 124). This clone is the backbone of the Arsonist 
Chardonnay. Petit Verdot has done particularly well at Rodergerdts and is part of the experimental 
hanging curtain trellising system – a system pioneered by JK Vineyards for Matchbook. Teroldego,  
a Northern Italian varietal that produces massive color and big structured wines, is planted in the 
northern part of the ranch.  

Size: 197 acres

Date Planted: 2014

Varietals:

Chardonnay (101 acres)
Petite Sirah (40 acres)
Petit Verdot (25 acres)
Teroldego (30 acres).        

Clones:
Chardonnay (04 and 124)
Petite Sirah (clone 03)
Petite Verdot (clones 02), 

Soil Type:

The Rodergerdts ranch is divided into two soil types – the northern 
section of the ranch is pure Corning Gravelly Loam which represents 
2/3 of the ranch. The southern section that is planted to Chardonnay is 
a mixture of Corning Gravelly loam and clay with the lower lying areas 
Sehorn-Balcom clay and the elevated, upland soils Corning Gravelly 
Loam. Like all of the ranches that Matchbook receives fruit from, these 
are well-drained soils due to the sloping nature of the terrain. Corning 
Gravelly Loam are soils derived from indigenous rocks, silt and sand 
laid down from stream flows over a broad area thousands of years ago. 

Topography:

The ranch is divided into three zones – the north is rolling terrain 
divided by large gullies that run the width of the property, the middle 
is defined by steep, rounded hills and the south has both an upland 
portion and a lower section that is flatter with heaver soils.  

Fruit Contracts:

One third of the ranch is fruit crushed by Matchbook with the 
remainder going to Bogle winery under a long-term contact. 
Matchbook buys additional Chardonnay from the northern section  
of the ranch on a spot basis. 

RODERGERDTS

MATCHBOOK
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About SHEEP RANCH 
Sheep Ranch is named for the Dunnigan Hills region’s long history of ranching, starting in the 1850’s 
as California began statehood. Because of the upland nature of the topography, the area was valued 
for its drainage and buffering from floods. The region is once again prized, not for its emerald green 
grasses but for the fruit of the vine. Sheep Ranch is divided into three separate vineyards planted in 
successive years starting in 2012. The western vineyard is all white grapes highlighted by Dijon clones 
of Chardonnay planted on Corning Red Gravel with extreme outcroppings of rock resulting in low 
yielding vines. The eastern parcels are all Spanish – Verdejo, Tempranillo and Tannat (Tannat has 
Spanish origins). This fruit is the backbone of the Tinto Rey Spanish portfolio with the Tempranillo 
clone coming from the Rioja region of Spain. Of all the ranches that make up Matchbook Wine 
Company, Sheep Ranch is the most diverse in topography dictating small parcels. In addition to the 
current vineyards, two more parcels are planned in the future, which will add another 25 acres of vines. 

Size: 

3 parcels – Matchbook 12 (2.15 acres)
Matchbook 13 (35.84 acres)
Matchbook 14 (5.70 acres)
Total acres – 43.69 acres

Date Planted: 2012, 2013 and 2014

Varietals:

Chardonnay (26.84 acres)
Verdejo (9.75 acres)
Tempranillo (5.70 acres)
Tannat (1.4 acres)

Clones:

Chardonnay (17 Robert Young, 809 Musque, 76 Dijon, 95 Dijon) 
Tempranillo (Rioja) 
Verdejo (02) 
Tannat (02)

Soil Type:

Corning Gravelly Loam 95%, Sehorn Balcom complex 5%. The soil 
consists of red loam containing course sand and other gritty material 
together with varying quantities of small, angular or water-worn gravel. 
At a depth of 12 to 20 inches there is more clay and clay loam followed 
at a depth of 24 to 48 inches by layers of gravel, clay and slit.

Topography:

Sheep Ranch is owned by Matchbook and all fruit is used in the 
Matchbook wine program. The Chardonnay clones are used primarily 
in the Matchbook Chardonnay program; the Tempranillo is used for 
Tinto Rey Rose (traditional method) and red Tempranillo; Verdejo is 
used in the Tinto Rey Verdejo as well as both Matchbook and Black’s 
Station Chardonnay; and Tannat is used in blending for Tinto Rey 
Super Tinto and other red blends. 

Fruit Contracts:

Sheep Ranch is owned by Matchbook and all fruit is used in the 
Matchbook wine program. The Chardonnay clones are used primarily 
in the Matchbook Chardonnay program, the Tempranillo is used for 
Tinto Rey Rose (traditional method) and Red Tempranillo, Verdejo 
is used in the Tinto Rey Verdejo and Matchbook and Black’s Station 
Chardonnay and Tannat is used in blending for Tinto Rey Super Tinto 
and other red blends. 

MATCHBOOK

SHEEP RANCH  
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TEN 

About TEN
Ten is named for the parcel number that was given to the ranch when it was sub-divided many years 
ago - and it stuck. Instead of being called Parcel Ten, it is simply Ten to us. Prior to grapes being 
planted, the property was mostly used for grazing sheep and cattle. Today, with 49 acres of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 32 acres of Petit Verdot and 33 acres of Malbec, Ten is the source of high quality, next-
generation Cabernet for both Bogle and Matchbook. Because Ten has a higher concentration of clay 
and mixed clay and gravel, the Cabernet fruit tends to produce distinctive herbal, cedar and tobacco 
aromas and flavors which are prized for blending with less herbaceous fruit from Gemmer Vineyard. 
All the reds from Ten tend to have loads of color and big fruit, another prized attribute for blending. 
In addition to Cabernet, Ten is well suited to the production of Petit Verdot with three clones of the 
variety planted. Petit Verdot has become the backbone of Bordeaux style blends from the Dunnigan 
Hills because of its tannin structure and bold color. 

Size: 181 acres

Date Planted: 2016

Varietals:

Cabernet Sauvignon (49 acres)
Petite Sirah (32 acres)
Petit Verdot (32 acres)
Malbec (33 acres)
Syrah (35 acres)                                  

Clones:

Cabernet Sauvignon (07, 30 and 47)
Petite Sirah (03)
Petite Verdot (02, 400 and 1058)
Malbec (596 and 598)
Syrah (470)

Soil Type:

The soils range from gravel to gravel loam to loam clay.  The dominate 
soil type is Corning Gravelly Loam which covers roughly 75% of the 
ranch.  Covering roughly 15% of the ranch is Sehorn Clay with the last 
10% Sehorn Balcom Complex.  The slope of the clay soils is 2% to 15%, 
enough to drain the soils adequately.  

Topography:

This ranch goes from steep slopes in the north to modestly rolling in 
the south. Because of the steep slopes in the north and the upland na-
ture of the topography in general, the ranch is well drained, allowing for 
vine stress during the growing season to improve fruit intensity  
and color.  

Fruit Contracts:
100% of the fruit is contracted to Bogle Winery. Matchbook takes some 
of the fruit depending on the needs of Bogle.

MATCHBOOK
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Hanging Curtain

Vertical Shoot 
Positioning (VSP)

Smart-Dyson

Permanent canes spread out fruit 
across a large zone, increasing 
cluster counts and reducing 
bunch and berry size for  
higher quality.

Annual cane growth is 
positioned to grow upright 
allowing for easy canopy 
manipulation such as hedging, 
leaf pulling and green drop to 
improve quality.

A split canopy that allows for 
2/3’s of the canes to grow up 
and 1/3 down, resulting in 
improved fruit distribution with 
better sun exposure.

Trellis Design
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 Annual clovers and grasses 
planted between vineyard 
rows are multi-functional, 
they:

 7 Protect against erosion 
 7 Break up the soil, allowing air and 
moisture to reach the vine roots
 7 Provide a healthy habitat for numerous 
beneficial insects that promote a  
healthy root environment

 We apply compost at rates as high as 
5 tons per acre. Compost is a great 
source of organic matter for healthy soil 
structure and slow nutrient release. 

 We mulch the vine canes after pruning 
and use them in  
the vineyard. 

 Underground center row irrigation 
encourages the vines to develop an 
expansive root system and  
conserves water.

 Above ground drip irrigation system 
emitters are targeted directly over the 
roots to efficiently deliver water to the 
vine and prevents waste. 

 Deficit irrigation limits watering during 
critical stages of vine development.  
This practice results in increased grape 
flavor and color intensity, while  
conserving water.

 Precisely schedule irrigation events 
using real time evaporation information 
from our vineyard 
weather stations.

 We use mother nature’s natural 
predators and other non-
invasive techniques to 
help keep our vines heathy 
throughout the year. Some 
of these techniques include: 

 Owl boxes: Owls feed on rodents which 
are very troublesome in the vineyard. A 
nesting owl will catch up to 6 gophers a 
day to feed the brood.

 Leaf pulling is performed to increase 
air circulation, keep the grapes dry and 
reduce bunch rot.

 Techniques such as mate disruption and 
natural predators are used to control 
harmful insects.

Building Healthy Soils Water Conservation Natural Pest Management

Sustainable Farming
As 5th generation farmers, the Giguiere family is committed to preserving the land for future generations. We work to keep our vineyard and 
its environs healthy to sustain future generations of people and wildlife. Here are some of the sustainable farming practices we employ in our 
1,600 acre Matchbook Vineyard.
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Cover Crop

Fixer: a plant that absorbs nitrogen from  
the air

Scavenger: a plant that absorbs nitrogen from 
the soil

Field Peas

Barley

Crimson Clover

Dwarf Rapeseed (Canola)

Common Vetch
Valued as high nitrogen fixers; 
the succulent leaves break down 
easily for a quick source of available 
nitrogen. The residue from the 
husky stems and leaves (green 
manure) builds up the soil health 
and prevents erosion. The pretty 
purple and white flowers are a 
source of nectar for bees.

A legume, crimson clover is a fixer 
as well as a scavenger. The beautiful 
flowers produce abundant nectar 
that attracts bees.   
 
Fun Fact: The blooms contain 
minute pirate bugs that prey on 
small pests.

The workhorse of cover crops. 
Vetch’s rapid growth out-competes 
weeds by shading the soil; the rapid 
rate of desiccation quickly adds 
nitrogen and phosphorus into the 
ground. Its dense biomass improves 
soil tilth, promoting good drainage.

Can scavenge significant amounts 
of nitrogen that is returned to the 
soil when tilled. The barley residue 
also improves potassium and 
phosphorus. It’s abundant biomass 
and thick root system improves soil 
structure.  
 
Fun Fact: Barley outcompetes 
weeds by soaking up all the 
moisture in the soil.

A brassica that is valued for 
substantial biomass and its nutrient 
scavenging capability. The deep 
roots break through compacted soil 
layers, easing the way for the vine 
roots to grow.  
 
Fun Fact: Releases chemical 
compounds that may be toxic to soil 
borne pathogens and pests, fungi 
and some weeds.
 

Your mother was right about dirt. It needs to eat its vegetables, too. 
The carpet of vegetation growing between the rows of grapevines each 
spring are not just beautiful wild flowers or out-of-control weeds. It is the 
cover crop, a crop grown specifically to feed the soil. This is not a new 
idea, the practice of growing certain crops just to fertilize and build the 

soil dates back to ancient times. Cover crops add organic matter to the 
soil and nitrogen to feed the grapevines. They improve soil health and 
consistency, attract beneficial insects and even eliminate harmful ones.  
At Matchbook, we plant a mix of legumes, barley and brassica to give our 
soil a balanced diet of nutrients.
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www.matchbookwines.com


